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Happened to {pend fome days lately in the country, at the houfe 
of a gentleman diftinguifhed in the republic of letters, and 
whofe converfation is at all times in the higheft degree inftructive 
and entertaining.. On my road home from his houfe, my whole 
thoughts were taken up with the agreeable entertainment I had re- 
ceived from his company, and I was employed in treafuring up in 
my mind the many ufeful obfervations that had fallen from him, 
When I arrived in town, the firft perfon I met with was my old ac- 
quaintance Sympofius. Sympofius is what is called a good bottle- 
companion ; that is, one who thinks none, talks little, and drinks 
a great deal. He is much in company, and good company too; 
becaufe he keeps his feat quietly, has a fteady hand at decanting a 
bottle, never forgets where the toaft ftands, never interrupts a ftory 
except by filling a bumper, can make punch, brew negus, and 
feafon a devil. With this combination of qualities, Sympofius is 
oftener feen at good dinners than any man of my acquaintance ; 
and, were it not for the liquor he confumes, would be as harmlefs 
as any bottle-flider at the table. At fome houfe of my acquaintance 
he had heard of my country excurfion, and where I had pafled my 
time, ‘* You are a happy man,” faid he, “ in poffeffing an inti- 
“ macy and friendfhip fo valuable as that of Mr . I was once 
“* accidentally at his houfe: he had the fineft bottle of wine of any 
‘** man in the county. I never drank fuch Old Hock in my life.” 

I could not help fmiling at Sympofius’s idea of a valuable friend- 
fhip ; and yet when | confidered the matter a little more clofely, I 
began to think that in moft men the fame difpofition might be 
traced to value others according to the ftandard of themfelves; to 
form their opinions and their attachments from circumftances as 
partial, though not fo ridiculous, as the friendfhip of Sympofius 
for the cellar of Mr ' 

I had not long parted with Sympofius, when I met my old col- 
lege companion Dr Syntax, He was, when | knew him firft, a tu- 
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tor at one of the univerfities, which he left on the death of a rela- 
tion in India, who left him a confiderable annuity for life. When 
at the univerfity, he was remarkable for his fkill in the Latin lan- 
guage, and {lill confiders the knowledge of that tongue as the only 
thing which can conduct a man to eminence. I remember to have 
had fome converfation with him about a gentleman who, in his 
younger years, was one of Syntax’s pupils. This gentleman had been 
bred to the bar; and after having figured in his profefhon, he be- 
came a member of the legiflature, and was confidered as one of the 
ableft fpeakers in the houfe in which he fat, “ Yes,” faid my learn- 
ed friend, ‘‘ 1 always knew the Jad would do well. When he was 
** under my care, he wrote Latin verfes fafter than any boy I ever 
“ knew, and compofed the beft difcourfe 1 ever read upon Patavi- 
 wity.” took care not to let Syntax know that the firft thing his 
pupil did, was to endeavour to forget almoft all he had learned from 
his matter, and that to this he principally afcribed his fuccefs in 
life. 

But it is not only amongft men of learning that this narrowne{s 
of opinion is to be met with. It is to be found in all profeffions, 
and in every fituation. Doeticus is a man of fortune, and indeed he 
has this merit, that it has been principally made by himfelf.,, To 
men whofe wealth is of their own acquirement, it naturally appears 
of the higheft value. As the Ifraelites worfhipped the golden image 
they had made, Diticus fuppofes that the pofleflion of wealth con- 
{titutes the great happinefs of life. In this, perhaps, however falfe 
the fuppofition, Diticus 1s not fingular ; but he carries the matter a 
good deal farther, and thinks that wealth confers not only every 
blefling, but every talent and accomplifhment. He thinks meanly 
of the fenfe, the learning, or the tafte of any man who walks on 
foot, a little better of one who rides a horfeback, but his idea of fu- 
preme excellence is confined to the perfon who lolls in his coach 
and fix, When you fee Diticus with a ftranger, you may judge of 
the weight of his purfe from the degree of complaifance and atten- 
tion which Diticus pays to his opinions. Diticus would not for the 
world be thought to be intimate with a poor man; and avoids as 


much as potlible being feen with perfons fufpected of poverty; and 
if he fhould be fo unlucky as to encounter with any of them, he ° 
takes care to fhow, by his behaviour, in what repute he holds their 


abilities and underftanding, If he has a rich man at his table, he 
fends him a larger flice of his mutton than to any other perfon, as 
if his ftomach were proportionably capacious as his purfe; if he is 
engaged in a party at cards, he chufes the wealthieft man of the fet 
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for his partner, as if riches could give fkill in the game, I dined 
t’other day with Diticus, when, upon his telling me a ftory that 
appeared not a little improbable, I exprefled fome difficulty to give 
entire credit to it, he, with great earneftnefs, aflured me it was 
moft certainly true; for he had heard it from a gentleman of L. 3000 
a-year. 

The character of Valens is very different from that of Diticus, but he 
is guided by principles equally abfurd. Valens has the good fortune 
to be poflefled of a hale robuft conftitution; but Valens is not only 
fenfible of the advantage arifing from this circumftance, but prizes 
it fo highly as to think it communicates every other advantage, 
and that the want of it is connected with every thing that is mean 
and unworthy. Valens never fees aman with broad fhoulders, 
brawny legs, or an open cheft, but he looks upon him with refpeé, 
and wifhes to become his friend; while he ftarts back with hor- 
ror, and avoids, as he would do a thing contaminated, a man who 
has the appearance of a weak and fickly conftitution, In fhort, 
good health with Valens is like the cruft of loaf bread, which Pe- 
ter told his brothers was the flaff of life, in which was contained 
the quinteflence of beef, mutton, veal, venifon, partridge, plumb- 
pudding, and cuftard. As Valens is a man of fome education, he 
has formed a theory, in order to juftify his conduct and principles, 
If you attempt to reafon with him, he will tell you, that health 
muft be the foundation, not only of good morals, but of every 
thing elfe that is valuable; that without a robuft conftitution, no 
man can poflefs firmnefs and intrepidity of mind, or give that ap- 
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plication and attention which is requifite for the purpofes of life; 


that it is health aione which can give chearfulnefs, and its attend- 
ants, good-will and benevolence to others;: that without health a 
man becomes peevifh, chagrined, morofe, and difcontented, dif- 
pleafed with himfelf, and unfriendly to all the reft of mankind, 
When he has a mind to be more diffufe, as he is a man of fome 
humour, he will tell you, that John Knox could never have brought 
about the Reformation, had he not been a man of a flrong make 
and a firm conflitution; that Marlborough would never have been 
able to {tem the power of France, had he not been of that figure of 
body which gives flrength and vigour to the mind; that Cicero’s 
wry neck produced that feeblenefs of foul, which threw fuch a 
cloud over his other qualities; and that, had not Alexander the 
Great been a man of finall ftature, he would not only have con- 
quered the world, but have been able to hand down the empire he 
had won undivided to his fucceflors. 

The 
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‘The character of Palhdus forms an exact counter-part to that of 
Valens. Pallidus inherited from nature a feeble con{titution; and 
the effeminate education which he received from his doating pa- 
rents, who had no other child, did not tend to correct or to 
ftrengthen it. As Pallidus’s ftate of health is very different from 
that of Valens, fo he has formed a fyftem dire@tly oppofite. Palli- 
dus is conftantly telling you, and he is unea/y if you do not believe 
him, that itis only men of delicate conititutions that can be fuf- 
ceptible of the delicacies of virtuous feeling: ‘Lhat men who are ro- 
buit and hardy, acquire a ferocioufnefs and a hardnefs of mind 
which deftroys all the finer principles of the foul. Pallidus is at 
times eloquent upon the fubyect; he will run you over a long lift of 
names of men who have been confefledly allowed to be poflefled of 
the fineft genius; and concludes with afluring you, that it was the 
extreme delicacy of their health, which gave birth to their exquifite 
fenfibility of mind, and which exerted itielf in thofe diiplays of 
imagination and of f{cience which have rendered them immortal, 
Pallidus is exceedingly fond of the fociety of the ladies, and courts 
their company; but he was never knowmto be attached toa woman 
remarkable for the goodnefs of her conftitution, who was able to 
bear fatigue, or to fhare thofe exercifes which require bodily ftrength, 
Pallidus has ever in his mouth that remark of Dean Swift’s, “ That 
“ he never knew a woman who was good for any thing, that had 
** a conftant flow of health and good fpirits.” Nay, Pallidus car- 
ries the matter fo far, that he cannot endure to fee a female eat 
with an appetite; and would no more allow his fifter or his niece 
to aflociate with a woman of a good ftomach, than with one of a 
tainted reputation, 

In all thefe characters, I perceived, upon a little reflection, the 
fame leading propenfity to bring the happinefs, the excellence, or 
the defeéts of others to our own ftandard; and I am perfuaded, 
were we narrowly to examine thofe around us, we fhould find a- 
mong the bufy, the idle, the ambitious, or the diflipated, the fame 
colouring of objects, according to their own prevailing tafte or hu- 
mour, and that, though the examples might not found fo ludicroufly, 
the principle would ftill be found the fame, would {till in the eye of 
a philofopher, be the Old Hock of Sympofius, 
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